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Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Aisha Ahmad   U.S. Postal Service 
Marcus Allsup   Department of Defense (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) 
Wendi-Starr Brown  Department of the Interior (Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
Thad Ellerbe   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Andrew Flora   Department of Commerce (Census Bureau) 
Brenda-Anne C. Forrest  Government Publishing Office 
Andrew Griffin   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Elizabeth Kanalley  Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
Michael Karau   Department of Homeland Security (Chair) (not voting) 
Susan Lyon   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) (Vice Chair) 
Patrick Mahoney  Department of the Interior (Bureau of Land Management) 
Veronica Ranieri  Library of Congress 
Ron Salz   Department of the Interior (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) 
Mike Shelton   Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Jeremy Smith   Department of the Interior (Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management) 
Tara Wallace    Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
 
Ex-Officio 
Glenn Guempel, Acting Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names /  
      Domestic Names Committee 
Trent Palmer, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names / Foreign Names Committee 
 
Staff 
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Maria McCormick, U.S. Geological Survey (by phone) 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
Josefa Baker, U.S. Geological Survey 
William Corbett, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
Ryan Nichols, Department of the Interior 
Sergio Rodriguez, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jessica Thompson, Office of Coast Survey  
Olga Zolotushkin, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Chair Karau opened the meeting at 9:30 a.m.  He welcomed Guempel as the Domestic Names Committee’s 
acting Executive Secretary. 
 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 820 
 
The minutes of Meeting 820, held 12 December 2019, were approved unanimously with minor edits. 
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3.  Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
The 352nd meeting of the Advisory Committee on Undersea Features (ACUF) was held on 29 January at 
USGS.  The name Fagatele Canyon was determined by ACUF to be in published use to refer to an undersea 
canyon within the territorial sea around American Samoa; it was referred to the DNC for review.  Wallace 
reported that she had learned from the Communications and Outreach Coordinator for the National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa 
that there is no evidence of local use of the name, and as such, requested that the matter be deferred pending 
further review.   
 
An ACUF member showed a copy of a newly published Bureau of Ocean Energy Management report 
entitled “Large Submarine Canyons of the United States Outer Continental Shelf Atlas” 
(https://espis.boem.gov/final%20reports/BOEM_2019-066.pdf).  Members used the atlas to discuss the 
status of the name Poor Mans Canyon for a feature located offshore between Baltimore Canyon and 
Norfolk Canyon. 
 
Wallace reported that NOAA will retire its raster chart products by 2025, after which all charts will be 
produced as Electronic Navigational Charts. 
  
In December 2019, Public Law No. 116-94, specifically div. P, title IV, section 402, designated that the 
name of Sullys Hill National Game Preserve in North Dakota be changed to White Horse Hill National 
Game Preserve.  The change was the result of a request from the Spirit Lake Tribal Council, which noted 
that a summit located partly within the preserve was named for General Alfred Sully, who led several 
massacres against Sioux villages in the Dakota Territory.  White Horse Hill is the translation of the Dakota 
name for the summit.  To date, there is no proposal to change the name of the physical feature.  In 
accordance with the USGS National Geospatial Program (NGP) policy directive on administrative names, 
the BGN staff is not permitted to update the entry for the preserve in the Geographic Names Information 
System (GNIS) and so the former name continues to be listed.  Presumably, the update will be reflected in 
the next revision of the NGP Boundaries dataset. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Guempel) 
 
The 401st meeting of the Foreign Names Committee (FNC) will take place on Tuesday, 10 March at the 
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) in Springfield, Virginia.  All members are invited to 
attend.   
 
The report of the 33rd joint meeting between the BGN and the Permanent Committee on Geographical 
Names for British Official Use (PCGN) is being prepared and will be ready for BGN approval at the Full 
Board’s April quarterly meeting. 
 
Guempel reported on the first month of his detail as Acting Executive Secretary for Domestic Names.  He is 
looking into the staff’s processes and is developing a detailed internal workflow to highlight inefficiencies 
with data recording and document generation.  In late January he met with McCormick in Denver to discuss 
GNIS processes and to learn more about vector product groups that interface with GNIS.  He will meet with 
her again at the end of February. 
 

https://espis.boem.gov/final%20reports/BOEM_2019-066.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1865/text
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Guempel and Palmer met recently at NGA to discuss issues of mutual interest to the DNC and FNC.  It was 
agreed that a more robust effort is needed to complete the appointment letter approval process.  Several 
member biographies are still needed in order for the White House to vet the appointments. 
 
On February 10, Karau met with Guempel at USGS to discuss their expectations for the staff’s interactions 
with DNC members and how to make the BGN proposal process more efficient and defensible. 
 
Ethan Weikel has temporarily assumed the role of USGS liaison to the DOI Assistant Secretary for Water 
and Science, a position formerly held by Bill Lukas.   
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (SCC) (Forrest) 
 
Forrest distributed a draft of the Fiscal Year 2019 BGN Annual Report and requested final comments by the 
end of February.  She is hoping to have the report completed by March so that the BGN can approve it by 
email.  
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Guempel) 
 
Guempel had no report and deferred to Runyon to share any details appropriate for this item. 
 
Runyon reminded the members that the annual conference of the Council of Geographic Names Authorities 
(COGNA) will be held 23-27 June in Portland, Oregon.  The COGNA website has been updated to include 
a printable conference flyer.  Runyon encouraged members to attend the conference and suggested that they 
distribute the flyer within their agencies.  There are a number of open slots on the program for 
presentations, discussions, and workshops, and members are invited to suggest topics.  The Oregon 
Geographic Names Board (OGNB) meeting will take place on Friday, 26 June, so Runyon suggested that 
attendees stay for the full week if possible.  The OGNB has asked the DNC to address its processing of 
Native names during or immediately following its meeting, which is to take place on Thursday, 25 June.  
The COGNA conference will provide a good opportunity for BGN members to interact with Tribal 
representatives and to discuss how Native place names can be rendered on Federal products.  Attendees will 
need to arrange lodging on their own because there is no dedicated conference hotel this year.  All meetings 
will take place at the Oregon Historical Society. 
 
Quarterly Review List 438 was completed and posted at the BGN website on 10 January; it comprises 29 
new name and name change proposals.  A notice was sent by email to all Tribal leaders and to those Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which the National Park Service has an email address. 
 
Discussions about re-establishing a Colorado Board on Geographic Names (CBGN) continue to progress 
slowly.  Runyon is scheduled to speak next week with the Colorado State GIS Coordinator to determine his 
office’s level of interest in serving on the CBGN.  Twelve proposals are pending for features in Colorado.  
The Governor’s Office has asked that the BGN not vote on any of these or any future proposals until the 
CBGN is reinstated. 
 
Two of the proposals pending in Colorado are to change the name of Mount Evans, to either Mount 
Cheyenne Arapaho (Review List 432) or Mount Soule (Review List 435).  The DNC staff was recently 
made aware of a resolution passed by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes that will ask the U.S. Congress to 
change the name of Mount Evans to Mount Blue Sky and also to renamed Mount Evans Wilderness.  The 
name change for the summit has not been submitted to the BGN or to the U.S. Forest Service. 
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A freelance journalist requested information on the proposals to change the names of the summits named 
Jeff Davis Peak in California and Nevada.  The BGN changed the name of the summit in Nevada to Doso 
Doyabi in 2019, while the case in California is still pending. 
 
A freelance journalist requested information on the proposals to change the name of Negro Lake in Mason 
County, Illinois.  One is to change the name to Woodson Lake, and the other, submitted by the county 
government in response to the first proposal, is for Sand Lake. 
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Runyon provided an update on the request by Constellation Brands, Inc. that the DNC reverse its decision 
to approve the name To Kalon Creek for a stream in Napa County, California.  An attorney from the 
company’s California office attended the recent meeting of the California Advisory Committee on 
Geographic Names (CACGN).  Citing a need for more information from the original proponent and time to 
allow a response from the company, there was limited discussion of the matter.  At its October 2019 
meeting, CACGN heard presentations from Constellation Brands, Inc. and from the proponent.  CACGN is 
expected to review the matter again at its next meeting scheduled for early May.  The Napa County Board 
of Supervisors recently affirmed its support for To Kalon Creek.  Dr. David Howell, USGS geologist 
emeritus, submitted a letter outlining the need for the name “To Kalon Alluvial Fan.” 
 
The proposal on Quarterly Review List 437 to apply the new name Turtle Brook to an unnamed stream 
located along the boundary between Massachusetts and New Hampshire was withdrawn after local 
conservationists expressed concerns that the name could call attention to the existence of endangered and 
threatened turtle populations along the stream.  The proponent amended his proposal to Black Fly Brook. 
 
The staff continues to receive opposition from local residents to the proposals to change the name of Negro 
Mountain in Pennsylvania and Maryland; the BGN received two proposals last July to rename the ridge.  
The Garrett County (Maryland) Council has stated it does not support a name change. 
 
Runyon spoke with representatives of the Loudoun County, Virginia government regarding the pending 
proposal to change the name of Negro Hill to Douglass Hill.  Although nationally renowned, Frederick 
Douglass did not have a direct association with the feature or with Loudoun County, and so the county 
supervisors are considering proposing a name that would recognize an African-American family with long 
ties to the area. 
 
The proposal on Quarterly Review List 437 to apply the new name Restoration Branch to an unnamed 
stream in Des Moines, Iowa has been withdrawn due to concerns that the name could be associated with a 
similarly named church located adjacent to the stream.  The proponent has amended his proposal to 
Norwood Branch. 
 
At its October meeting, at the request of Wallace, the DNC discussed efforts by the U.S. Navy to propose a 
name for a bay at Naval Air Station (N.A.S.) Key West in Monroe County, Florida.  The proposal has been 
received, with the name Blacklion Bay being put forth to honor the Strike Fighter Attack Squadron 213 
“Black Lions,” which are based at N.A.S. Oceana, Virginia and which frequently train at N.A.S. Key West.  
Two airmen from the squadron lost their lives during a training exercise there in 2018. 
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Dr. Julie Donnelly-Nolan, USGS, has submitted to the Oregon Board on Geographic Names a second batch 
of 26 names to be applied to volcanic features in the Newberry Volcano area in Oregon.  Her first batch of 
names were approved by the BGN in 2019.  The new list comprises names from a list of Klamath and 
Paiute words provided to the proponent by a linguist with the Klamath Tribes.  The OGNB is researching 
the names, which will be included on the next Quarterly Review List. 
 
Runyon spoke with a member of the Clinton County, Iowa Board of Supervisors about the pending proposal 
to change the name of Negro Creek to Wolverine Creek.  Although the name refers to the mascot of a now 
defunct school system, the county has expressed concerns that wolverines are not found in the area.  The 
county government is not opposed to changing the existing name but would prefer that a more appropriate 
name be found; they are considering whether to submit a counterproposal. 
 
O’Donnell shared with the DNC a draft of some tables he has designed that could be incorporated into the 
docket and which would quickly summarize comments received for each proposal.  Members commented 
that they appreciated the clear visualization and would welcome the additional information.  Other details 
pertaining to the case will still be included in the written summary. 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
McCormick is drafting a proposal to the USGS National Geospatial Program (NGP) Data Product Review 
Board to remove administrative features from GNIS.  Mike Tischler requested this in October 2019.  The 
proposal will outline which feature classes would be removed from active GNIS search and distribution and 
placed instead into a static text file which users could download if they wished.  This effort will likely 
require that the 2014 policy directive be reviewed and amended.  Administrative feature categories for 
which there is a Memorandum of Understanding to continue to update (military, civil and other census 
features, and reserves) will be exempt from the new policy and will continue to be maintained and 
searchable in GNIS. 
 
The list of approved diacritics (Principles, Policies, and Procedures (2016), Appendix G) has been updated 
and distributed to interested parties.  A superscript w (ʷ) was added for use in a variant name from the 
Salish language.  Appendix G will be added to the new GNIS update tools, which will allow users to copy 
and paste the appropriate character.  McCormick will likely give a presentation on how diacritics are 
managed during the COGNA meeting. 
 
All databases and tools, including GNIS and landforms, currently use Oracle and Oracle APEX.  Oracle 
plans to increase the cost of their licenses next year, which in turn will be passed along to the various NGP 
groups; in an effort to reduce costs, all databases and tools will be converted to PostgreSQL, a free and 
open-source database language.  GNIS staff is working to clean out pending landform data ahead of the 
conversion.  The conversion of the GNIS database itself won't happen until next year due to the 
complexities of the underlying production tables.   
 
GNIS staff has received a very early release of the names tools and testing has started.  Final delivery is 
expected early next fiscal year. 
 
McCormick is continuing to update Census records in GNIS as they are received.  
 
Two new employees started work in January, which increases the GNIS staff for data processing and 
landform collection. 
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The proponent of the name change from Brazell Pond to Betty Pond (not approved by the BGN in 
December 2018) contacted the National Map help desk to request that the name of the associated dam be 
changed in GNIS.  McCormick advised the help desk that dams are under the purview of the National 
Hydrography Dataset (NHD), and as such she cannot update the entry in GNIS.  The names of dams are not 
currently being conflated (synchronized) between NHD and GNIS.  
 
The chair called for a 10-minute recess. 
 
4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at this 
meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Change Negro Heads (FID 213211) to Totoket Bar, Connecticut (NOAA Marine Protected Area) (Review 
List 436) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.   
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Change Negro Hill Brook (FID 209205) to Freeman Hill Brook, Connecticut (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.   
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Change Dutton Pond (FID 565446) to Besherets Pond, Maine (Review List 436) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the change, citing local and State opposition and a 
reluctance to change a longstanding name. 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Members decided by acclamation to affirm the name Dutton Pond for Federal use. 
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Quiet Island, Michigan (Review List 436) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing local and State opposition. 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Grange Creek, New York (Review List 435) (FID 2805410) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
Members discussed the requirement of the New York Geographic Names Committee that town 
governments and/or town historians comment on a proposal, irrespective of whether the county has 
provided input.  DNC staff typically sends two requests for input to all local governments, with the second 
one stating that if no response is received by a specified date, the DNC will assume that the local 
government has no opinion on the matter.  A number of members expressed the desire for a definitive “yes” 
or “no” rather than “no opinion” or “no objection.”  However, it was noted that this isn’t always practical, 
and that, for example, Federal agencies often prefer to state “no objection.” 
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                3  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited insufficient local input and an apparent lack of a direct association 
between the intended honoree and the geographic feature. 
  
Glass House Creek, North Carolina (Review List 437) (FID 2805409) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:     9  in favor 
                3  against 
                   3  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited the recommendation of the State Names Authority, which commented 
that the name lacks “meaning towards a cultural or community reference.”  
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Coker Creek, Georgia (Review List 437) (FID 2805404) 
 
A motion was made not to approve the name but was withdrawn due to lack of a second.  A motion was 
made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                   1  abstention 
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Arndt Creek, Missouri (Review List 436) (FID 2805407) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                2  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited a belief that the intended honoree did not meet the requirements of the 
Commemorative Names Policy. 
 
Richardson Creek, North Carolina (Review List 437) (FID 2805410) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Shanes Creek, Virginia (Review List 436) (FID 2805413) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Waterthrush Brook, Maine (Review List 437) (FID 2805405) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Rochester Lake, Michigan (Review List 437) (FID 2805406) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
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Bakers Mountain Creek, North Carolina (Review List 435) (FID 2805408) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Battery Creek, South Carolina (Review List 436) (FID 2805412) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:     7  in favor 
                5  against 
                   3  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited the lack of input from the county and concerns that the name could be 
construed to be in conflict with the Commercial Names Policy. 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Wallace announced that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration will be holding its annual 
Heritage Week Open House on Saturday, March 14.  She encouraged all to attend; see 
https://preserveamerica.noaa.gov/hw19.html for details (for last year’s event information, see 
https://preserveamerica.noaa.gov/hw20.html). 
 
Guempel reported that he, Trent, and the Special Committee on Communications will be producing a 
welcome packet and guide for all new BGN members.  He will send an email to all asking for input on an 
outline of the guide.  Input from more recent members is especially welcome.   
 
Salz suggested that a topic for possible future discussion is how agency members track communication with 
DNC staff about proposals on their agency’s lands. 
  
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:12 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting will be held 12 March 2020, at 9:30 a.m., at the Department 
of the Interior, Kiowa Room. 
       (signed)    
       _______________________ 
       [vacant] Executive Secretary 
APPROVED 
(signed) Michael Karau 
_______________________ 
Michael Karau, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
 

https://preserveamerica.noaa.gov/hw19.html
https://preserveamerica.noaa.gov/hw20.html
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
February 2020 

 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties 
 

Change Negro Heads (FID 213211) to Totoket Bar, Connecticut 
(NOAA Marine Protected Area) 

(Review List 436) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.2392636&p_longi=-
72.8031541&fid=213211 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Negro Heads, a bar in Long Island Sound in New Haven County, to 
Totoket Bar.  The bar lies outside the jurisdiction of any local municipalities, but within a National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration Marine Protected Area. 
 
The name Negro Heads first appeared on U.S. Geological Survey maps in 2018.  The 2012 and 2015 
editions showed the name Negros Head, which is listed in GNIS as a variant.  The pejorative form appeared 
on an 1846 Office of Coast Survey chart and in the 1854 American Coast Pilot.  Since 1848, all Office of 
Coast Survey charts have labeled the feature as Negro Heads. 
 
The 1909 United States Coast Pilot described Negro Heads as “a dangerous, rocky ledge, partly out at low 
water, is about 1 mile. . . from Branford Reef beacon, and is marked off its southern end by a buoy.” 
 
The proposal to change the name to Totoket Bar was submitted by the Environmental Justice Program 
Administrator of the Connecticut Native American Heritage Advisory Council (NAHAC), who states “the 
name Negro Heads is offensive and pejorative.”  The proposed name would recognize the history of the 
Totoket people, a band of Quinnipiac Indians that lived in the area of present-day Branford, on the mainland 
north of the bar.  The proponent adds, “The NAHAC is requesting that the name be changed to the name 
that it had prior to colonial English settlement [which] was Totoket,” and also “its original name as used by 
the Totoket band of the Quinnipiac Indians pre-contact.”  
 
All sources suggest that “Totoket” referred to the area on the mainland around Branford, not the offshore 
bar.  After English colonization of the area, the Totoket band kept a 200-acre section of Indian Neck (on the 
mainland north of the bar) for their lands. 
 
A 1966 article on the history of North Branford, written for the Totoket Historical Society, reported, “A few 
days after the purchase of New Haven, an Indian Chieftain, Monotowese, son of the powerful sachem of the 
Mattabesecks, Sowheog, approached Theophilus Eaton and John Davenport of the New Haven Colony and 
offered to sell them a large tract of land called ‘Totoket’. . . .  The meaning of the word ‘Totoket’ is unclear.  
Some people say that it means ‘place of the tidal river’ because the tide of the Branford River carried fresh 
water from the streams in the nearby hills to Long Island Sound and then flowed back salt water from the 
sea. . . .  Whatever the reason, the area was called Totoket until it was finally settled in 1644 after which it 
was called Branford.”   
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.2392636&p_longi=-72.8031541&fid=213211
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.2392636&p_longi=-72.8031541&fid=213211
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In early 2016, U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal wrote to the Director of the USGS to urge a name change, 
but no replacement name was provided, nor was there any other communication from the senator’s office. 
 
In 2016 and 2017, local and national media reported on efforts to change the name, initiated by then-State 
Senator Ted Kennedy, Jr.  A student essay contest was held to pick a replacement name.  In 2017, a 
Branford High School student won the contest with the name “Sowheag Rocks.”  One local news article 
reported, “Now that a name has been selected, Kennedy will petition the U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
to permanently change the offensive name on all government maps.  After the name is submitted to the 
federal board, the State Geographic Names Authority will review the submission on the way to finalizing 
the process.”  Second place in the contest went to “Totokett Settlers’ Rocks,” after the early name of 
Branford (“reportedly Branford’s first permanent settlement name” according to a local news article).  The 
BGN did not receive a proposal for “Sowheag Rocks.”  When asked to comment on the 2017 efforts, the 
proponent of Totoket Bar replied that the word “Sowheag” was inaccurate and that, despite repeated 
attempts to follow up with Sen. Kennedy, no proposal had ever been submitted to the BGN.   
  
A U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) navigation buoy is located at the bar, with the name “Negro 
Heads Lighted Buoy 28.”  Senator Kennedy’s efforts also referred to renaming the buoy.  The USCG has 
indicated it will not change the name of the buoy unless the BGN changes the name of the bar. 
 
“Negro head” and “negrohead” (and their pejorative forms) are terms used for low, dark rocks.  The 1996 
Dictionary of American Regional English defines “niggerhead” as “a rock, stone, or boulder, esp. one dark 
in color.”  Local references to features in Long Island Sound include a poem in an 1874 issue of The 
Christian Union with these lines:  “And here a low, black reef was spread, / And there a sunken ‘nigger-
head’ / Dimpled the surface of the tide.”  A 1903 article in Forest and Stream referred to “Nigger Head 
buoy” at the bar; and a 1910 article in The Motor Boat described an area in western Long Island Sound as 
“full of ragged reefs of rocks and lone ‘nigger-heads.’”  The terms have been used colloquially to refer to 
certain kinds of flowers, rock formations, grass hummocks, a winch head or spool on ships, and Mississippi 
River freshwater clams used in button making. 
 
GNIS lists 26 capes, cliffs, and summits nationwide with the words “Negro Head” or “Negrohead,” in their 
names.  Seven BGN decisions between 1983 and 2012 have involved changing such names, and ten others 
between 1963 and 1987 changed some form of “Nigger Head.”   
 
The Connecticut State Names Authority and the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration 
recommend approval of the change. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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Change Negro Hill Brook to Freeman Hill Brook, Connecticut 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.7053764&p_longi=-
72.9187135&fid=209205 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Negro Hill Brook, a six-mile-long tributary of Copper Mine Brook, 
to Freeman Hill Brook.  The stream flows through the City of Bristol and the Town of Burlington in 
Hartford County.   
 
The proponent states that “the existing name is considered offensive” and that it appears to refer to a 
community of freed African-Americans who lived in Burlington near the source of the stream.  The 
proposed name would commemorate the Freeman family, who owned land and lived in the area for several 
generations.  According to a history compiled by the proponent, “‘Uncle’ Amos (?-1822) and ‘Aunt’ Jenny 
(Jane) Freeman (1761-1833) are the best attested African-Americans living in early Burlington.  They are 
mentioned in the census and land records and they’re noted as being ‘Members of the Church’ and ‘of Good 
Character’ (Hart, 1871).  Amos buys land on Negro Hill from Timothy Mix Junior in 1791 and stays on it 
for thirty years.  While it is likely that Amos and Jenny are the namesake of the hill and the brook, it’s also 
possible that some of their contemporaries are the source of the name.” 
 
The proponent also refers to other members of the Freeman family in the area, including Cuff (1730?-
1810?) and Phebe Freeman (1730?-1811); their son Peter Freeman (1754-1827), who along with his father 
enlisted in New Haven and served in the Battles of Ridgefield and Sag Harbor as well as the Yorktown 
Campaign.   
 
In April 2019, the Bristol City Council and the Burlington Town Board of Selectmen voted to support a 
proposal to change the name of Negro Hill Brook to “Pigeon Hill Brook” and to submit the change to the 
BGN; however, this proposal was never received.  “Pigeon Hill” is an unofficial name of a summit near the 
stream in the Harry C. Barnes Memorial Nature Center (managed by the Environment Learning Centers of 
Connecticut).  This name refers to a historical roosting site for the now-extinct passenger pigeons.  Several 
online sources and geocache descriptions refer to Pigeon Hill, but its exact location is unknown and it is not 
recorded in GNIS.  After the proponent presented information about the Freeman family and the history of 
“Negro Hill,” the city council and town selectmen voted to endorse the name Freeman Hill Brook instead.   
 
The name Negro Hill Brook has been shown on USGS maps since 1953; an earlier 1946 USGS map used 
the pejorative form of the name.  The earliest published name for the stream is South Pond Brook from the 
1855 volume Smith’s Map of Hartford Connecticut.  Falls Brook appears to be another early name for the 
stream, as published in the 1922 and 1926 editions of The Biennial Report of the State Board of Fisheries 
and Game and mentioned in “Some Burlington, Connecticut Articles of the Past Gathered Together Volume 
1” (Alderman, 1991).  In 2014, a local blogger and hiker reported that “the original (and longstanding) 
name of the stream here is Negro Hill Brook.  The name is still retained here and there in Burlington, but it 
is being phased out. . .  The name of the brook now is Falls Brook.”  Falls Brook Road runs along the 
stream in the City of Bristol. 
 
Connecticut Place Names (Hughes & Allen, 1976) reported that Negro Hill Brook “flows SE into Mine Bk 
[sic]. . . named Nigger Brook on [the 1946 USGS map]” and that “Nigger Hill” or “Negro Hill” is “S of 
Johnnycake Mtn. c. 1000’” and that Negro Hill Brook “flows from its slopes.” 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.7053764&p_longi=-72.9187135&fid=209205
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.7053764&p_longi=-72.9187135&fid=209205
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The stream flows through the Sessions Woods Wildlife Management Area, managed by the Connecticut 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.  A 2016 trail map labels Negro Hill Brook as well as 
a tributary of it as East Negro Hill Brook (the latter name is not in GNIS or on any Federal maps).  The 
stream in question also flows through Harry C. Barnes Memorial Nature Center, operated by the 
Environment Learning Centers of Connecticut.  The trail map labels the stream as simply “Brook.” 
 
In addition to the city and town, the proposal for Freeman Hill Brook is supported by the Executive Director 
of the Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments (includes City of Bristol); the Director of the 
Archaeology Laboratory for African and African Diaspora Studies at Central Connecticut State University; 
the Executive Director of the Environment Learning Centers of Connecticut; the Forestry Division and the 
Wildlife Division of the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection; and the 
Whigville Preservation Group.  The Connecticut State Names Authority (CT SNA) also recommends 
approval.   
 
There is no proposal to name or rename “Negro Hill” or “Pigeon Hill.” 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Change Dutton Pond (FID 565446) to Besherets Pond, Maine 
(Review List 436) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.892192&p_longi=-
68.3611551&fid=565446 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Dutton Pond in the Town of Amherst in Hancock County to 
Besherets Pond.  The proponent, who recently purchased the property around the lake, states that “besheret 
is a Hebrew word that means ‘inevitable’ or ‘preordained,’ and is used to express the seeming destiny of an 
auspicious or important event, friendship, or happening.  Our love and appreciation, since purchase, of the 
lands surrounding Dutton Pond, and of the Pond itself, have inspired us to suggest a name more apropos of 
the beauty, feeling and intensity of area.”  Research shows that the word is more commonly spelled 
“bashert” or “bashert,” but the proponent confirms that in this case “besheret” is the preferred form. 
 
The name Dutton Pond was first labeled on USGS topographic maps in 1932.  A 1929 USGS map of the 
area applied that name to a smaller pond to the northeast, which since 1932 has been labeled Little Dutton 
Pond.  The proponent did not address the name of the smaller pond.  Maine Department of Inland Fisheries 
and Game has used the name Dutton Pond since at least 1961 and the Town of Amherst since at least 2000. 
 
The Town of Amherst Selectboard does not support the change, citing the long history of the current name.  
The selectboard also reported “We have discussed this with our residents and they are emphatically opposed 
to any change to this pond’s name as well as any other landmark within our town’s boundaries.”  The 
Hancock County Commissioners have no opinion.  The Maine State Names Authority does not recommend 
approval, citing the opposition from the Town of Amherst. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.892192&p_longi=-68.3611551&fid=565446
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.892192&p_longi=-68.3611551&fid=565446
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In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Quiet Island, Michigan 
(Review List 436) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=45.5786567&p_longi=-84.772436 
 
The new name Quiet Island is proposed for a large cape at the north end of Michigan’s lower peninsula in 
Emmet County and Cheboygan County.  This cape is the northern portion of an area known colloquially as 
Michigan’s “Tip of the Mitt” and is nearly surrounded by Lake Michigan, Lake Huron and the “Inland 
Waterway” or “Inland Water Route.”  The Inland Waterway is a 38-mile-long series of lakes and streams 
from Cheboygan on Lake Huron upstream along the Cheboygan River, through Mullett Lake, along the 
Indian River, through Burt Lake, along the Crooked River, through Crooked Lake, and along unnamed 
tributaries connecting Round Lake, Mud Lake, and Spring Lake.  Although not connected by water, Spring 
Lake lies less than half a mile from Lake Michigan. 
 
The cape contains all or part of many civil divisions:  (1) in Emmet County -- the Village of Alanson, Bear 
Creek Township, Bliss Township, Carp Lake Township, Center Township, Cross Village Township, 
Friendship Township, City of Harbor Springs, Littlefield Township, Little Traverse Township, McKinley 
Township, Maple River Township, Village of Pellston, Pleasantview Township, Readmond Township, 
Wawatam Township, and West Traverse Township; (2) in Cheboygan County -- Beaugrand Township, Burt 
Township, City of Cheboygan, Hebron Township, Inverness Township, Mackinaw Township, Mullett 
Township, Munro Township, and Tuscarora Township; and (3) in both Emmet and Cheboygan Counties, 
the Village of Mackinaw City.  The cape is crossed by the North Country National Scenic Trail (managed 
by the National Park Service) and includes Wilderness State Park and portions of the Gaylord State Forest 
Management Unit (formerly part of Mackinaw State Forest). 
 
The proponent states that the name refers to local efforts in 2010 to block construction of a wind turbine 
“[that would have] encroach[ed] on the peacefulness of the area, and efforts since to preserve the sound of 
the wind, the water, fish and forests.”  He believes that naming the cape would help preserve its character 
and promote sustainable low-impact development. 
 
The proponent states that the feature is an island and that water from Round Lake flows into Tannery Creek, 
a tributary of Lake Michigan.  However, according to the USGS National Hydrography Dataset, Round 
Lake is located in the Northwestern Lake Huron hydrographic subregion, while Tannery Creek is in the 
Northeastern Lake Michigan-Lake Michigan hydrographic subregion.  As such, the feature is not a true 
island.  The proponent claims that some water from Round Lake and Spring Lake does flow into Lake 
Michigan, perhaps through drainage systems or as seasonal overland flow; he also suggests the area was 
historically an island.  He has indicated he would accept the GNIS feature class of “cape,” but still prefers 
the name Quiet Island rather than “Quiet Cape” or “Cape Quiet.” 
 
The Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council website reports that “Spring Lake is a small lake near Petoskey 
State Park in Emmet County.  Although the lake is less than a half mile from Little Traverse Bay, it is part 
of the Cheboygan River Watershed and drains over 40 miles east into Lake Huron via the Inland 
Waterway”; also, “Round Lake is located less than a mile from Little Traverse Bay, near Petoskey State 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=45.5786567&p_longi=-84.772436
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Park.  However, the tall dunes of the State Park prevent the lake from draining into the Bay.  Instead, water 
from Round Lake flows east for over 40 miles through the Inland Waterway, and out the Cheboygan River 
into Lake Huron.  However, this wasn’t always the case; before the dunes rose about 4,000 years ago, the 
lake flowed into Little Traverse Bay”; and “Crooked Lake, along with Pickerel, Round and Spring lakes, 
are part of the Headwaters of the Inland Waterway, a chain of connecting waterways that extend across the 
Northern Lower Peninsula.”  Other descriptions of the Inland Waterway all state that water flows from the 
headwaters into Lake Huron far downstream and not into Lake Michigan. 
 
All local township, village, city, and county governments were asked to comment on the proposal.  
Opposition to the proposal was received from the following governing bodies in Emmet County:  the 
McKinley Township Board, the Maple River Township Board, the Pleasantview Township Board, the West 
Traverse Township Board, and the Wawatam Township Board.  Opposition was also received from the 
following governing bodies in Cheboygan County:  the Beaugrand Township Board, the Burt Township 
Board, the City of Cheboygan City Council, the Mackinaw Township Board, and the Tuscarora Township 
Board.  The Village Council of Mackinaw City, which lies in both counties, also opposes the proposal.  The 
Pellston Downtown Development Authority has no opinion.   
 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources also does not support the proposal and provided several 
reasons:  (1) “The perception that this large land area is an “island” does not exist”; (2) “There is the 
expectation that a significant expanse of water needs to surround a block of land for it to be called an 
‘island’”; (3) “Advertising is intended to capture a reader’s attention.  A formal name that does not even 
meet the basic principles of geographic feature identification should not be adopted just to satisfy the 
fleeting whims of a promotional campaign”; and (4) “A series of interconnecting rivers, inland lakes, 
canals, and locks across large land areas does not create ‘islands.’  Analogous examples of similar situations 
outside of Michigan include the following:  The Erie Canal in the State of New York links the Hudson and 
Mohawk Rivers to Lake Ontario, St. Lawrence River, and Atlantic Ocean [and] An interconnecting series 
of rivers, canals, locks, and reservoirs through Kentucky, Tennessee, and Alabama creates a secondary 
‘water’ link to the Gulf of Mexico east of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers.” 
 
The Michigan State Names Authority (SNA) recommends disapproval, citing the opinion of the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources, the overwhelming local opposition, and the fact that the feature is not an 
island.  The SNA also stated that “Referring to it as [an island] while classifying it as a cape is confusing.  I 
find it difficult to even envision this area as a ‘cape.’” 
 
The National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration does not support the proposal because the 
feature is not an island.  The National Park Service has no opinion. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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Grange Creek, New York 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.313543&p_longi=-77.674488 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.322063&p_longi=-77.693414 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Grange Creek to a 1.3-mile-long unnamed tributary 
of Crosby Creek in the Town of Hornellsville in Steuben County.  The name would commemorate the 
proponent’s great-grandfather, Thomas John Grange Jr. (1872-1910), a resident of Hornell who lived about 
a mile from the stream.  Mr. Grange was employed as a railroad brakeman and was a member of St. 
Catherine’s Church in Hornell. 
 
The Hornellsville Town Board was asked to comment on the proposal, but no response was received, which 
is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The Steuben County Manager reported no objection, while the 
Steuben County Historian supports the name.  The New York State Names Committee does not recommend 
approval citing the lack of input from the Town Board.  The proponent was asked if he wished to contact 
the town, but he declined to do so. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Glass House Creek, North Carolina 
(Review List 437) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.183475&p_longi=-79.145062 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.1844&p_longi=-79.1406 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Glass House Creek to a 0.3-mile-long unnamed tributary of East 
Fork Eno River in northwestern Orange County.  The proponent reports that the name represents the 
building characteristics of his home, which he built along the stream in 2014.   
 
The Orange County Board of Commissioners and the Orange County Department of Environment, 
Agriculture, Parks, and Recreation support the proposal.  However, the North Carolina Statewide Mapping 
Advisory Committee, which receives input from the North Carolina Board on Geographic Names, does not 
recommend approval, “citing a lack of meaning towards a cultural or community reference.” 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.313543&p_longi=-77.674488
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.322063&p_longi=-77.693414
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.183475&p_longi=-79.145062
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.1844&p_longi=-79.1406
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III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Arndt Creek, Missouri 
(Review List 436) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.0626&p_longi=-93.71097 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.0647&p_longi=-93.72397 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Arndt Creek to a 0.75-mile-long unnamed tributary 
of Maries Creek; the stream heads within in the City of Higginsville in Lafayette County. 
 
The new name would commemorate Frances Virginia Arndt (1937-2009) and Mark Paul Arndt (1957-
2012), the proponent’s grandmother and uncle, who lived and operated a meat processing plant in the area.  
Both are buried in the Missouri Veterans Cemetery in Higginsville.  The stream flows in part across 
property owned by the proponent’s family since the 1960s.   
 
The Missouri Board on Geographic Names (MOBGN) recommends approval.  As part of its review, the 
MOBGN asked the Mayor of the City of Higginsville and the Lafayette County Commissioners for input.  
The mayor supports the proposal.  No response was received from the county, which is presumed to 
indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 
Coker Creek, Georgia 

(Review List 437) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.330061&p_longi=-83.40578 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.358722&p_longi=-83.410877 
 
This proposal is to apply the new associative name Coker Creek to a 2.3-mile-long unnamed tributary of 
Carlan Creek in Banks County.  The name refers to nearby East Coker Road.  The proponent, who lives 
along the road, states that her property was originally owned by a member of the Coker family.  Tax and 
genealogy records show that members of the Coker family resided in the area as early as the 1860s, 
including John Coker, whose property was labeled on a 1929 Land Department map.  Six individuals with 
the surname Coker are buried in Homer Presbyterian Church Cemetery, a short distance west of the stream. 
 
The Banks County Board of Commissioners and the Georgia State Names Authority both responded that 
they have no objection to the name. 
 
GNIS lists two other natural features in Georgia with “Coker” in their names:  Coker Branch, 70 miles to 
the southwest and Coker Lake 100 miles to the west.  The origin of these names has not been determined. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.0626&p_longi=-93.71097
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.0647&p_longi=-93.72397
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.330061&p_longi=-83.40578
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.358722&p_longi=-83.410877
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on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 
Richardson Creek, North Carolina 

(Review List 437) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.5244079&p_longi=-81.4405363 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.56134&p_longi=-81.48349 
 
The new commemorative name Richardson Creek is proposed for a 4.3-mile-long tributary of Little Indian 
Creek in Lincoln County.  The name would commemorate Carl Harold Richardson (1916-1997), who was 
employed by the North Carolina Department of Transportation as a motor grader operator for 40 years and 
who farmed property along the stream throughout his life.  The proponent, who is the son of the intended 
honoree, reports that his father was “a pillar of the North Brook community, and a lifetime member and 
deacon of Hulls Grove Baptist Church.”  
 
The Lincoln County Commissioners and the North Carolina Board on Geographic Names recommend 
approval of the name. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Shanes Creek, Virginia 
(Review List 436) 

Mouth:  https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=38.8021&p_longi=-77.2883 
Source:  https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=38.81514&p_longi=-77.30457 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Shanes Creek for a 1.3-mile-long stream in Fairfax County.  The 
stream flows through the Kings Park West neighborhood and into Rabbit Branch at Lake Royal.  The 
proponent reports that the name Shanes Creek has been in local use for many years and that it 
commemorates an Irish setter dog named Shane R.D. McCool (1983-1990), who was owned by a long-time 
resident of the area.  The owner, who died in 2018, was an outdoorsman and preservationist who served for 
many years on the community’s Parks and Lake Committee.  He adopted Shane as a puppy and over the 
years, the dog would accompany him along and over the stream.   
 
According to the proponent, “As Chairman of Parks and Lake, John [the dog’s owner] frequently visited 
Area 4, [the] Fairfax County Park Authority and the Government Center on behalf of lake and woodland 
concerns.  During presentations and when showing homeowners around, John referred to the unnamed 
creek as ‘Shanes Creek.’  John organized volunteers to meet for park cleanup days on the east side of 
Shanes Creek.  Everyone knew exactly which creek John was talking about.  Over time and after many 
repetitions, it became widely known as Shanes Creek.”  He adds, “Shanes Creek continues to be cited in 
newsletters and Kings Park West Facebook posts today.”  The stream was referred to as Shane’s Creek [sic] 
in the owner’s obituary.  A trail along the stream is also known locally as Shanes Creek Trail.  A recent 
letter from the Fairfax County Public Works Department and Environmental Services, Stormwater Planning 
Division, inviting local residents to comment on an upcoming stream improvement project, describes the 
stream as “known locally as Shanes Creek.”   

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.5244079&p_longi=-81.4405363
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.56134&p_longi=-81.48349
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=38.8021&p_longi=-77.2883
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=38.81514&p_longi=-77.30457
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The Virginia Board on Geographic Names (VBGN) recommends approval of the name.  As part of its 
research, the VBGN submitted a letter to the editor of the Fairfax Times, which was published on 
November, 27, 2019; no comments were received.  The VBGN also asked the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors for input; no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDIGF) stated it had no opinion but “does not foresee 
any issues from our perspective.”  The VBGN contacted the following groups:  Friends of Royal Lake; the 
Fairfax County Park Authority; the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District; Lakepointe 
Community Council; Glen Cove Community Association; Lakepoint Townhouse Homeowners Association; 
Kings Park West Neighborhood Civic Association; the Fairfax County Historical Society; and the Fairfax 
County Genealogical Society.  The only response was from the Glen Cove Community Association, which 
said that they “are fine with the name change [sic].”  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Waterthrush Brook, Maine 
(Review List 437) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.211667&p_longi=-70.889956 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.225723&p_longi=-70.880043 
 
The new name Waterthrush Brook is proposed for a 1.2-mile-long stream that flows into Kezar Lake in the 
Town of Lovell in Oxford County.  The name refers to northern waterthrushes (Parkesia noveboracensis), 
which according to the proponent are found near the stream.  The stream heads in the Heald and Bradley 
Pond Reserve, managed by the Greater Lovell Land Trust. 
 
The Town of Lovell Selectmen support the proposal.  The Oxford County Commissioners stated “[We] 
reviewed the file and determined that [we have] no desire to become involved in a local issue.”  The Greater 
Lovell Land Trust and the Maine State Names Authority recommend approval. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.211667&p_longi=-70.889956
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.225723&p_longi=-70.880043
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Rochester Lake, Michigan 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.041852&p_longi=-84.456443 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Rochester Lake to an approximately 40-acre unnamed gravel pit 
lake in Duplain Township in Clinton County.  The proponent reports that her family farmed the property for 
three generations, but in more recent years it was owned by a gravel company which constructed the 
reservoir to use as a gravel pit.  She recently purchased the land from the company and is planning to 
develop the property and build homes around the reservoir.   
 
The proposed name refers to the historic Rochester Colony, which was located 0.3 miles to the north.  
According to the Michigan Historical Marker website, “In 1836 a Rochester, New York, association 
purchased land here and by winter several families were settled in newly built log homes.  Methodist circuit 
riders in 1837 organized a class which became the center of the three-county Mapleton circuit.  In 1841 the 
settlement was renamed Duplain and the colonists began working for better schools and roads.  The Duplain 
Methodist church was built in the mid-1850s as a center for community worship.” 
 
Other than the historical marker, there are no other features in Clinton County named “Rochester.”  There 
are two cities in Oakland County, approximately 75 miles to the east, named Rochester and Rochester Hills; 
GNIS lists 34 features in Michigan with “Rochester” in their names, all associated with these communities 
and many applying to administrative features.   
 
The Duplain Township Board and the Clinton County Planning Commission support the proposal, while the 
Michigan State Names Authority has no objection. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Bakers Mountain Creek, North Carolina 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.64349&p_longi=-81.36039 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.67259&p_longi=-81.38992 
 
The new name Bakers Mountain Creek is proposed for an unnamed 3.7-mile-long tributary of Jacob Fork in 
Catawba County.  The proposal was submitted by the Catawba County Board of Commissioners in relation 
to the nearby Bakers Mountain Park, managed by the county.   
 
The park is located near the summit of Baker Mountain, which according to the proponent, is known locally 
as Bakers Mountain.  The summit was labeled as Baker’s Mountain on an 1886 county map, while USGS 
maps have used the name Baker Mountain since 1895.  National Geodetic Survey marker descriptions near 
the summit also use the name Baker Mountain.  A 1938 state highway map used the name Baker Mountain, 
while present-day county maps name the road to the peak Bakers Mountain Road. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.041852&p_longi=-84.456443
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.64349&p_longi=-81.36039
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.67259&p_longi=-81.38992
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The proponent was asked if the county government wished to submit a proposal to change the name of the 
summit to reflect local use.  She responded that the county has no issues with the discrepancy between the 
name of the mountain (Baker Mountain) and the names of the related features that use “Bakers.” 
 
The North Carolina Board on Geographic Names recommends approval of the proposed name. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Battery Creek, South Carolina 
(Review List 436) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.62908&p_longi=-82.624512 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.630725&p_longi=-82.602475 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Battery Creek to a 1.4-mile-long unnamed tributary of Jones Creek 
in Anderson County.  The feature flows in part on property owned by the proponent’s employer, Techtronic 
Industries North America (TTI), which manufactures batteries.  The proponent wishes to “recognize 
Anderson County’s continuing cutting edge ‘Electric’ tradition by noting this location as the site of a world 
leader in lithium ion battery development and technology.”  A historical marker located in the City of 
Anderson describes the origin of its nickname “Electric City.”  In 1895, William C. Whitner built the first 
hydroelectric power plant in the South to transmit electricity over long distances.  The plant supplied 
electricity to light the city and operate several small industries in Anderson.   
 
GNIS lists one other stream named Battery Creek, 195 miles to the southeast in Beaufort County. 
 
The Anderson County Council was asked to comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to 
indicate a lack of opinion.  The South Carolina State Names Authority has no objection and believes the 
name “does not appear to be in direct conflict” with the Commercial Names Policy. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.62908&p_longi=-82.624512
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.630725&p_longi=-82.602475
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